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Declining water yield in Cauvery basin

acause for concern, say scientists

Perennial streams, which fed Cauvery, are drying due to increase in farming activities in forests

AMIT S UPADHYE @@ Bengaluru

CAUVERY river is in crisis. It is
not just about the ongoing water
dispute among two states — Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu — but
also about the state of the Cau-
very catchment area and a de-
cline in water yield, says areport
by the researchers of Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc), pub-
lished over a year ago.

Water yield in the Cauvery riv-
er basin is coming down every
year, faster than the rate of de-
cliningrainfall in the region. Sci-
entists are now suggesting the
authorities concerned to find out
anecological solution for the con-
flict, as catchment destruction
and decreasing rainfall does not
seem to be helping Karnataka.

Professor T V Ramachandra,
head of Wetland and Energy Re-
search Group, [1Sc, who headed a
project on Cauvery catchment
study in Lakshmana Tirtha river
in Kodagudistrict, amajortribu-
tary of Cauvery, states that, in-
stead of the present 50 tmeft of
water in the reservoirs in Cau-
very basin, the state could have

had more if the catchment de-
struction was arrested.

“Change in land use in the
catchment area has its own ad-
verse effects. This has been
proved in cases of Malaprabha
(deforestation in Khanapur for-
ests), Sharavathi (deforestation
in Shivamogga and surrounding
areas) and Cauvery river (defor-
estation in Kodagu district),”
says Ramachandra.

“The water availability in a
catchment depends upon the in-
tegrity of the land use and mete-
orological parameters. The land
use in the catchment playsan im-
portant role in maintaining the
water flow into the rivers or
streams. A number of perennial

streams, which fed Cauvery, are
dryingdue to increase inagricul-
tural activities in the shola for-
ests of Ghats in Kodagu district.
Both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
must come forward toreversethe
damage,” he said.

“All major cities, which are de-
pendent on Cauvery for drinking
water must carry out a study on
what is happening to the current
water that is available in the re-
spective cities. For instance, Ben-
galuru needs about 18 tmeft of
water per year and it receives
rains close to 15 tmcft. Why are
we letting our cities like Bengalu-
ru and Tanjavur not use local re-
sources than be solely dependent
on the river?” he questioned.

Alarming data

The lISc conducted a study on
Lakshmana Tirtha catchment of the
Cauvery river basin, which has an area of

3969 sqkm
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In 2016, the Cauvery basin has 30 pc
deficient rainfall and the state must try
some immediate measures to ensure
water security in the coming summer,

expertswarn
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